
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



362 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

should be said, however, that these questions are not at all representative 
of the Outline as a whole. 

If the student takes the matter seriously he will probably conclude that 
the answers to most of the questions are immaterial, since nobody can 
show that one state of affairs is either more or less desirable than another. 
As to the actual profit derived by the student from the very laborious task 
of completing the Outline, the reviewer can not express himself until he 
has had more experience with the Outline. He is temperamentally inclined 
to believe that such a student will hardly be happier or more successful 
than the one who forgets his grandparents and uncles and forges ahead as 
opportunities present themselves. It would be indeed unfortunate if the 
painstaking student should be led to believe that, having delivered opin- 
ions on these various questions, he has really and thereby acquired any 
new information about himself, or should be frightened by the formidable 
aspects of the Family Tree, the Index to the Germ Plasm, or the para- 
graphs on prenatal influences. Additional good might be achieved if the 
student were requested to record his observations of others on the basis 
of the Outline. Indeed it is quite probable that a careful study of some 
other individual would be even more profitable than the analysis of the self. 

It is to be hoped that the time will soon come when the student can be 
provided with norms, correlations, and other facts and generalizations 
which may enable him really to interpret his autobiographical details. 
Meanwhile Yerkes and LaRue have done us genuine preliminary service 
in formulating this Outline. It should result in giving greater definite- 
ness and direction to the development of individual psychology and the 
analysis of personality, — the study of the active self, — which is, after all, 
the only real psychology. 

H. L. HOLMNGWORTH. 

Columbia University. 
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At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on May 15, Miss F. Rosa- 
mond Shield read a paper on " The Notion of a Common Good." That the 
good is common is an analytic proposition accepted by those who hold 
that there are fundamental ethical concepts of an irreducible nature; the 
objectivity of the good involves this common character and transcendence 
of private opinion. Two reasons why this truism sometimes fails to find 
acceptance are: (1) Belief that the good of different individuals is con- 
flicting; (2) Confusion of two distinct positions: (a) the good is common; 
(&) whatever is, is right. The source of the first error seems to lie in con- 
fusion between " good " and " interest " on the part of the individual, and 
in unwillingness to admit that anything may be good which offers little or 
no hedonistic advantage. Again, conflict of claims between individual and 
society does not necessarily destroy the validity of common good; neither 
claim may be fully justified. Nor is it affected by the fact that all good 
has to be realized under conditions which impose limitations, as well as 
afford opportunities. The principle of the common good is not necessarily 
equivalent to optimism, nor to belief in the value of any particular status 



